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RESEARCH INTRODUCTION
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OBJECTIVES

SOURCES OF ANALYSIS

ANALYSE

The First World War (1914-1918) and the Second World War
(1939-1945) initiated the concept of Total War, in which both
armies and civilians were affected, and in which neutral

British propaganda machinery in Spain, through
an analysis of its application in the First and the
Second World War

Comparative and
hypotheticodeductive METHOD

countries also played a prominent role in the struggle for victory.
It was essential that these countries, such as Spain, remain neutral
or favorable to the British cause, and therefore, during both wars,
British propaganda departments resorted to a wide range of

TRACE
-Propaganda apparatus in Britain and Spain
-Channels and media used
-Reception and Spanish reaction

READING of
bibliography

channels: press, magazines, pamphlets, films, radio and rumors,

ACCESS to the
primary sources hold
by the Archives in
London and Madrid

among others.
PARTICULARLY DEFINE

Propaganda was designed to reach all Spanish geography, and
therefore it relied on a diplomatic action as the main instrument

-The role played by the Canary Islands

in the British propaganda plans
-Propaganda material and channels

of organization and dissemination. Consequently, propaganda
also reached the Canary Islands with the objective of contributing
in the attainment of the general objectives established by the
British foreign policy in the territory. Hence, the purpose of this
thesis project is to analyze the British propaganda policy in Spain

ANALYSIS of
propaganda
material
(archives and
collections)

(Diplomatic correspondence,
propaganda, Francoist records)…

IT IS EXPECTED TO...
-Reveal the insular propaganda struggle
between Germany and Britain
-Trace the effects of propaganda

during the wars, with a particular emphasis placed on its
application in the Canaries.

Combine and interpret the propaganda
policies in insular territory with the foreign
policies of the belligerents

PROPAGANDA IN THE CANARY ISLANDS
Profuse distribution
from British
Consulate

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

Covert propaganda
vs. Spanish
interference

Relevance of the islands within
the international wartime
scenario

Combative
propaganda to
prepare the
ground for a
potential
occupation

Informative
propaganda in
response to
the enemy
publicity

-Distribution of
pamphlets and
magazines
-Projection of
films
-Subsidy of
newspapers

Collaboration of the British colony
and the islanders in the
distribution of propaganda

-Distribution of
pamphlets
-BBC broadcasts
-Symbols
campaign
-Rumours

Propaganda that reinforced the
anglophile sentiment of the
archipelago

CONTINUITIES:

CANARIOS!

§ Propaganda: foreign policy instrument.
§ Intense diplomatic and popular action.
§ Themes: effects of submarine warfare,
justification of the British blockade, historical
connection between Britain and the Canary
Islands.
The	
  victory	
  of	
  Britain	
  will	
  
bring	
  you:	
  
BREAD,	
  WORK	
  AND	
  FREEDOM!	
  

ILLUSTRATIONS:
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

Title illustration: Wilhelm von Kries, Estrategia y táctica de la propaganda inglesa de guerra (Berlin, 1941).
Color cartoons: The National Archives (TNA), Londres, INF 2/20, ‘El arte de la mentira´, c. 1944
Evidences of primary sources: TNA, Londres, FO 772/7, HS 6/945, FO 898/248 and INF 2/20.
Combative pamphlet designed to the Canary Islands, FO 371/26973
Black and White Cartoons Punch and Raemakers: TNA, Londres, FO 371/2551
Printed publication of América Latina: TNA, Londres, FO 371/2551

Contact:
marta.garcia@ulpgc.es
martagarcia6@msn.com

The militaristic and propagandistic
plans reveal the risks and threats
experienced by the islands

